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KID KARNIVAL

Kappa Delta sorority members host a carnival for kids
where several other Greek organizations set up tables
that had games and activities like ring toss.
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SEASON REVIEW

The Eastern men’s basketball team
finishes its season with an 18-15 overall
record and its only postseason win in
school history.
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Panel explores reasons behind immigration
By T’Nerra Butler
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Continuing this week’s discussion exploring the difficulties of undocumented
immigrants, the Latin American Student
Organization hosted a panel called “Shining Light for a Better Tomorrow” Tuesday
evening.
Doris Norde, a Charleston resident, presented a slideshow describing why people
immigrate to other countries.
The list included poverty, violence and
unemployment.
“We move to another state to visit, and
we move to be better,” Norde said. “People
have had to move to find more resources in
their own town.”
Norde said the majority of the time people immigrate to provide better living conditions for their families.
Norde also described the emotional reasoning of immigrating.

“I don’t understand how a
human has to become
legalized; we are all human.”
-Doris Norde, a Charleston
resident
She said immigration can be initiated by
a corruption of the government, a broken
family, depression, illness and addiction.
Norde displayed a map including routes
immigrants take to arrive in the U.S.
She said most are deported to an area
with low crime rates.
Sarah Alva, a Charleston resident, was
able to talk about her undocumented husband.
“My husband came to the U.S. on a
working visa and was able to stay here legally after his visa expired,” Alva said. “It’s
always a chance for you to go back to Mex-

ico, and you won’t be able to return.”
Alva said she has been lucky because her
husband was able to remain here and become a legal resident.
“It’s been times where the system has
lost our files for a year and a half and you
have to just keep inquiring,” Alva said.
“The bad news is that his family can never come here unless they are permanent.”
During the panel, Lizbeth Arreola, the
president of LASO, asked questions pertaining to undocumented immigrants.
“How do you get treated when you are
or are associated with an undocumented
immigrant?” was one question.
John Wilkie is a lawyer who works with
undocumented immigrant cases.
“A lot of clients are from Mexico, and
9 0 p e rc e n t a re u n d o c u m e n t e d ,” Wi l k ie said. “The penalty for some cases are
harsher for an immigrant and DUI’s for
immigrants bump out to class fours.”
Wilkie said if people wanted to stand up
against discrimination of undocumented
workers, they should make it their job to
go through the federal government.
Linda Scholz, a communication studies
professor, discussed tuberculosis and how
immigrants are often mistreated for the
disease.
“A lot of immigrant workers would test
positive for the disease, but there were no
follow ups,” Scholz said. “Of course they
wouldn’t go to a clinic because of fear to
be reported.”
Scholz said some of the workers would
go to the clinic and be diagnosed but no
inspections of the chest occurred.
Gladys Valentin, a junior elementary education major, described her cousin’s experience with being an undocumented immigrant.
Valentin said her cousin gre w up in
Charleston and started to work for a dentist.
She found out she was ineligible for
enough financial aid because she was un-
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John M. Wilkie, an attorney at law, speaks on his experience working with undocumented
workers during LASO’s event in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Monday in the
Charleston-Mattoon room.

documented, and her employer was later
able to give her a scholarship.
Arreola had a cousin who wanted to file
for child support, but feared being deported if her name was presented in front of
the justice system.
“People are not aware, and because of
that they don’t know their rights,” Arreola said.
Arreola said the most surprising topic in
the panel was a detention center holding
children.
“They don’t have a reason to be there,
and they are paying for something that
they should not be faulted for,” she said.
Keila Ortiz, a junior family and consumer sciences major, said the panel hit
close to home because members of her
family were undocumented immigrants.

Communication studies course to raise
funds for department dry-erase boards
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
In an effort to modernize the communication studies department, students in the Communications Organizations course are raising
funds for dry-erase boards from March 30 to
April 22.
Eric Echols, a senior communication studies major, said this project allows the department to explore the amount of influence students and student groups have in decisions of
funding.
The students will be collecting pennies and
saving for supplies for the department.
Echols said the class is having a penny wars
competition in the Coleman hallways to collect pennies and have water and milk jugs with
each major listed in the department written on
them.
“We will use the change raised to hopefully start a new outlook on the way different departments are funded,” Echols said.
Echols said the course is designed to critically analyze the structure of organizations
and the bureaucracies within them. The course
will help students to learn how to work within

these organizations and to provide positive environments within those spaces.
“The goal is to help the communication
(studies) department simply because it receives
drastically less funding then other departments
(in comparison). The project is to illicit change
in our own backyards, and to better the learning experiences for students,” Echols said.
Sara Baker, a communication studies professor, said the course is trying to get funding for
seven classrooms; others within the communication studies department already have dryerase boards, so they are working to be consistent.
The students in the course chose to use dryerase boards because it was the most practical
thing to change; the students hope the donations will well exceed the budget for the boards
and provide further assistance to the department, Echols said.
The course is divided between case study
discussions and “Ted Talks” as well as a consulting project. Students in the course will have
a student-led executive committee, have outreach and advocacy as well as finance, which
accounts for a third of the class, Baker said.
“This is a way to deepen our understand-

ing of key organizational communication concepts and theories, and to get whiteboards into
Coleman Hall’s communication studies classrooms,” Baker said.
Baker said the communication studies department is part of the Eastern community,
and it will benefit any student who has classes
in or uses Coleman Hall.
“This is important to our class because
we have been allowed to operate outside the
four walls of our classroom and create tangible change for the students of Eastern,” Echols
said.
The project is a way for the students in the
class to see first-hand how communication in
a bureaucracy works, learn the “ins and outs”
and how to better prepare for the reality of
contemporary organization, Baker said.
Baker said in the past she has taught courses
where students had to complete projects, but
never in a manner that the whole class needs to
have the same outcome.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

“My dad’s biggest problem was just getting his papers and my grandma worked
at low income jobs,” Ortiz said. “My dad
came here at 17 and had to deal with being a teenager and becoming an adult right
away.”
Norde said her call to action was to stand up and protest
a b o u t i n j u s t i c e s f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y.
“I don’t understand how a human has to become legalized; we are all human,” Norde
said, “ People have a right to move wherever they want for a better life.”
T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

Humanities
lecture
canceled due
to illness
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Thursday night’s lecture, “How Animals
Grieve” by Barbara King in the Lecture Hall
in the Doudna Fine Arts Center, has been
canceled because of an illness, King said.
King said “How Animals Grieve” was to focus on how animals feel sadness and the concept of animal suicides.
“Animals do get sad, elephants have funerals for other elephants that have died,” King
said.
Charles Wharram, the director of the Center for Humanities, said the lecture has not
yet been rescheduled and is to be released at
a later date.
Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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Local weather Local musician campaigns for EP funding
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News

Partly Cloudy

Rain

High: 62°
Low: 38°

High: 47 °
Low: 29°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Local musician Jeremy McConnaha does not care how old he
is; he will do whatever it takes to
make his life worth something to
him.
Leaning back in a lounge chair
a f t e r h i s s h i f t a t St a r b u c k s i n
Charleston, McConnaha reflected
on his life, concluding that music
is what brings him meaning.
For that to happen, McConnaha, a 30-year-old art student at
Lake Land College, said he is going to need some help from others.
He started raising money
through an Indiegogo campaign
Feb. 9 so he could record his music, create an album and distribute
it to stores.
Indiegogo is a fundraising site
similar to Kickstarter, except participants can keep whatever funds
they raise even if they do not reach
their goal amount.
McConnaha said his goal for the
recording was to raise $7,000 to
do an EP, which is going to contain three songs.
“It is kind of like a sampler that
will hopefully get the interest of
somebody who will back me to
make a record,” he said.
Mc C o n n a h a s a i d h i s f a v o r ite band since he was 18 is Dashboard Confessional, and the band’s
drummer Mike Marsh encouraged
him to start the campaign.
Between Dashboard Confessionals and Marsh’s current band Avett
Brothers, he also drummed for the
band Radar Vs Wolf.
When McConnaha was searching for bands to tour with, he
came across this group, sent them
an audition tape and became the
drummer himself.

“I am just a local
artist; I feel like this is
a make-it-or-break-it
type of situation. I am
30-years-old, and this
is a huge step for me
as an artist to get my
music into the hands of
the right people.”
- Jeremy McConnaha,
Charleston musician
“In my down time while I was
touring with Radar Vs Wolf last
summer for about four months, I
would just grab one of their guitars and just kind of mess around
with songs that I just wrote just
for fun,” he said. “One of the
guys, Tom, was like ‘You should
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Jeremy McConnaha, a Charleston musician, drew the artwork for his music
album he is raising money for to be produced.

show this stuff to Mike he would
probably like it.’”
After he stopped playing for the
band, he said he recorded some
songs for Marsh and sent them to
him.
“I emailed Mike a song specifically called ‘The Eager Movement’
and it was the first song I wrote
for the project and he loved it,”
McConnaha said.
Marsh told him he would like
to record McConnaha’s music and
wanted to help him make it happen.
McConnaha said he would be
playing drums, singing and playing guitar on the record.
“Mike, because he is such an
amazing drummer, I asked him to
pay drums on a song, because it
would be stupid to not utilize him
in that way,” he said.
Another band member named
Paul Defiglia, who is the bass player and keyboard player, will be
playing on the record along with
the fiddle and cello player.
McConnaha said this is a big
deal for him because he gets to
work with one of his biggest influences.
He said he likes art and likes
teaching it, but it not something
he would want to do for the rest of
his life, which is a reason why he
is pursuing his dream to be a mu-

sician.
“I am just a local artist; I feel
like this is a make-it-or-break-it
type of situation,” he said. “I am
30-years-old and this is a huge step
for me as an artist to get my mu-
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McConnaha, 30, says he does not
want to teach music for the rest of
his life, but rather be successful as a
professional musician.

sic into the hands of the right people.”
McConnaha said he understands
people do take jobs they may
not be happy with, which might
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be necessary.
“I feel like people forget sometimes that we have a purpose and
a passion, which is why I feel people get so bummed out about life
sometimes because they feel like
they are not doing anything,” he
said. “I just feel like this is a cool
oppor tunity to do that and to
show people and if this does not
pan out then there will be another opportunity somewhere down
the line.”
McConnaha said he has had
people hand him money at work
because they suppor t his cam paign, but they have told him
they do not know how to work the
website. Before he sat down to relax following his shift, a couple
handed him money for his campaign.
He said when people do this he
will just put it in the site himself
so it is still accounted for on the
campaign.
He said people have been really
responsive to the campaign, especially from the community.
“I’ve been surprised because I
feel like Coles County typically isn’t an area that caters to musicians and artists of that nature; it is more pretty conservative community,” he said. “That is
good because I like living in Coles
County, but I do wish we had
more of a music and artists’ scene.”
He said he has been getting recognition from his college and has
been on the radio promoting his
campaign. He said he enjoys seeing people get involved and interested in something that is artistic
and something that is not benefiting them.
“I am really grateful that they’re
open to that idea and they have
posted it on their Facebook and
stuff like that,” he said. “It is important to invest in local artists
and such because if we do not support our own people, it is discouraging for them to think that anyone is going to support them outside of this community.”
McConnaha said his reasons
for why he wants to do this has
changed, but his reason to inspire
people and write music because it
makes him happy has not changed.
The campaign will continue until April 13 and has raised 23 percent of his goal.
He said he hopes the people
who have and will invest in the
campaign will be happy they did.
“If anything, I can assure people who have invested or who are
planning on investing they will
not be disappointed in the final
product,” McConnaha said.
Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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Cavetone to celebrate 7 years of successful records
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
Bands will reunite and travel from all
around the Midwest to perform at Cavetone
Records’ “Seven Year Anniversary Spectacular” at 8 p.m. Friday at the Top of the Roc.
The doors will open at 7 p.m., and the
concert has no cover charge.
Cavetone Records is a vinyl-only record
label and an all-analog recording studio.
Scott Walus, founder of Cavetone Records, said the anniversary is celebrating the
date of its first successful release, not when
Cavetone Records was founded.
“We started in 2005, but our first successful release was March 2008,” Walus said.
Before his success, Walus encountered
some failure in a record that did not work
out.
“Anything that could go wrong did,”
Walus said. “The place cut it at the wrong
speed, really every issue you can think of.”
Cavetone started in Normal, then moved
to Columbia, Mo., then to Charleston.
“It might seem like an odd choice to move
the record label to Charleston, but it’s the
best thing we’ve done,” Walus said. “Charleston is a weird little wonderful place.”
Because Charleston is a small city, people
do not always know much about it, he said.
“People will be like, ‘Where’s Charleston?
By Champaign?’” Walus said. “I’ll be like,
no. Champaign’s by Charleston.”
Despite Charleston’s small size, it is still
the only place Walus knows of that has a
place like Cavetone Records.
“There’s nothing else like it to my knowl-

edge, not just in Charleston or Illinois,” Walus said. “There are some places that do analog, but they’re pretty rare.”
A lot of what Walus does results from
chasing what he calls a turning-up-the-stereo moment.
“The test of a good record, is that a record will sound like garbage quiet,” he said.
“A good record will come together when it’s
played loudly; if it’s bad, it will fall apart.”
Two of the bands, Pat Boone’s Farm and
Wild Cat Daddies, are reuniting for the
night.
“The thing about being in an original
band, you always have to be fighting for a
shot, have to be on 24 hours a day, deal with
press,” Walus said. “Wild Cat Daddies was a
labor of love; they got burned out, wanted to
do new things.”
Pat Boone’s Farm members split up because their drummer went to Thailand.
“There’s no ill will in the bands, which is
how they’re able to play together again,” he
said.
Other bands playing include The Down-Fi.
Craig Willis Bell, a member of The DownFi, said he met Walus two years ago.
“He wants to keep records in old style,”
he said.
Bell said he remembered how it was when
he started out in the ‘70s, and Cavetone was
kind of like that.
The Down-Fi was influenced by garage
band and early “English-Invasion” era music.
Bell writes a lot of songs based on what he
sees and does.
“I wrote a song about my first car,” Bell
said. “It was the best love song I’ve ever

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Carrie and Scott Wallace pose with vintage
microphones from their collection in their
Charleston home, which also doubles as a
local studio.

written.”
Bell also writes songs about his wife, old
girlfriends and his life in the army when he
was drafted at the end of the Vietnam War.
Bell has a record label called Gustav he
started in 1980.
“It’s really cool that he’d work with us
even though he has a label of his own,”

Walus said.
Coming from Chicago to the concert is
Cedar Plank Salmon.
Tim Gurnig, the guitarist, said the band
met Scott and started putting on shows together.
“We knew each other for two or three
years; he recorded my band’s record,” Gurnig
said.
Gurnig said Cedar Plank Salmon was
planning on playing very loud music at the
concert.
“We do rock ‘n’ roll stuff, we hope people
just cover their ears,” he said. “I feel like it’s
really brutally loud. I can’t wait.”
This is not the first time Cavetone has
hosted an anniversary concert, and people
always ask Walus what his plans are for his
next concerts.
“People will be like, what are you doing
for your eighth year?” he said. “I’m like, let
me worry about our seventh year first.”
Past anniversary concerts have gone well,
he said.
“It’s like 10 birthdays in one,” Walus said.
“Except when you’re celebrating your birthday, it’s just like ‘I’m alive.’ With celebrating
anniversaries, it means something; you actually had to work for it.”
This work is not taken for granted by Cavetone Records, he said.
“We’re still here not because of dumb
luck, magic potion; we’re just good at doing
the work,” Walus said.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Faculty Senate to allow internal referendums, send polls
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
The Faculty Senate voted 12-1 Tuesday
to establish its ability to send polls and referendums to gauge faculty opinions on issues and actions that should be taken at
Eastern.
The senate was already required to send
referendums if 20 percent of faculty petitioned them to do so, but because of some
confusion on whether or not the senate
could send them on its own accord, members voted to revise their constitution to
clarify that it could.
S e n a t e m e m b e r Je f f A s h l e y s a i d h e
reached out to other public universities in
the state, and their senates indicated they
did not have the power explicitly stated in
their constitutions but considered it an implied power.
John Allison, an English professor, said
when he was chair of the senate he was involved in drafting Article 13 to the constitution which made it so the senate had to
send referendums when prompted by 20
percent of the faculty.
Allison said the article was the result of
backlash when the senate refused to carry
forward referendums from faculty.
He said the senate voted down a motion
11-4 for a referendum on strategic plan-

ning, and then 33 percent of faculty came
forward with a petition for the referendum.
“The Faculty Senate operates according
to Robert’s Rules of Order,” Allison said.
“Robert’s does by no means exclude deliberative bodies from presenting referendums.”

“It was past practice until that
point for the senate to
regularly canvas the faculty to
allow the faculty to take positions on various issues before
the university, and the fact that
the senate refused to do it in a
particular instance prompted
Article 13.”
- Gary Aylesworth,
philosophy professor
Gary Aylesworth, a philosophy professor,
also helped to draft the article when he was
on the senate.
“It was past practice until that point for
the senate to regularly canvas the faculty to
allow the faculty to take positions on various issues before the university, and the fact
that the senate refused to do it in a partic-

ular instance prompted Article 13,” Aylesworth said.
Senate member Jeff Stowell said he did
not see why the senate could not poll the
faculty when seeking information, and he
said referendums should come with an explanation and context as to why one would
vote one way or another.
Other senate members questioned the
difference between polls and referendums,
with some making the distinction that referendums imply action will follow.
Senate chair Grant Sterling emphasized
that the senate only advises the president
even when passing unanimous resolutions.
“Part of the problem is we don’t take any
actions,” Sterling said. “We are an advisory body.”
Ultimately, the senate voted to include
both polls and referendums as part of their
authority to be added to the constitution.
The senate also voted to have an election
to select new members of various committees following its April 7 meeting and to
discuss amendments to its constitution in a
separate meeting.
Senate member Jeannie Ludlow said
the original deadline for nominations was
March 13, but it was extended to Friday because eight crucial positions are still without nominees.
Aylesworth added the issues of faculty
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participation and referendums were related, and he remembers elections being highly contested when he was on the senate.
“Participation in votes and referenda
were high because faculty did that regularly
and offered many opportunities; competition to get on the senate was high,” he said.
“It’s healthy to have the senate operate on
that level. One of reasons interest has slackened is the senate itself has slackened and
not been as involved.”
Senate member Minh Dao said he would
logically think people seeing a less active
senate would make them want to run for
positions and fix things, but he believes
people would respond to referendums.
“At the end of the day, if the issue is of
critical importance, people will vote,” Dao
said.
Sterling said he does not foresee the referendums being used very often, but he
does hope to start sending surveys to faculty each year asking what issues on campus
they think are most important.
The next senate meeting is scheduled for
2 p.m. April 7 in Room 4440 of Booth Library.
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
Southwestern Pottery and Weavings and Undergraduate all-student exhibits on display

Harlaxton Semester Program Information Session | 3 PM
Informational session for students interested in studying abroad in the fall; Doudna Rm. 1524

Nice 1-5 Bedroom Homes Conveniently Located
Close to Campus
Rates Starting at
$275/month

Call or text us at 217-345-4001
Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com

Central Illinois Feminist Film Festival: Screening of “Mosquita y Mari” | 3 - 5
Theme for this year’s festival is “Coming of Age Sexuality;” Coleman Hall Auditorium
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

Don’t miss a minute of coverage!

Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
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Come back, Mr. Golden Sun!
Kaycie Brauer

There are ways
to disagree
without being
disagreeable
I see so often people debating over
morals or values or society. In college we
are encouraged to become critical thinkers and participate in important dialogues. That being said, I’ve seen so
many of these debates digress into petty
discourse and radical action.
We need to change the way we argue.
Even if a person fully deserves a good
old fashioned shaming, it really is probably the least effective way of igniting
change.
Shaming people doesn’t change their
minds about anything; they don’t suddenly fall to their knees and see the light,
at best, all it does is teach them to still
be racist or sexist or what-have-you, just
quieter about it, which solves nothing.
To a further end, those who witness
the shaming who might internally share
similar views to the one being shamed often ends up still keeping their views as
well, they too are just now less likely to
voice their opinion verbally.
Just because someone isn’t talking
about their opinions doesn’t mean that
they aren’t acting on them.
The problem still exists only now it’s
been pushed underground, churning beneath a façade and exhibiting itself in
subtler, harder to combat ways.
Think about it, when animal rights activists pelt people wearing fur with raw
eggs, does that make the person being
pelted stop wearing fur?
Does it educate them in any way how
their actions could be considered wrong?
Do any of the people being attacked stop
and take a moment to self-reflect while
wiping yolk off of their purse?
No, all they think about is how infuriated they are that someone just potentially ruined their $400 outfit.
I certainly don’t have all the answers,
but I firmly believe that when confronting someone with problematic ideas, it
needs to come from a place where you acknowledge that they too are human like
you at their core, no matter how extreme
they might be, and you should approach
them as such.
No one responds well to being attacked
or embarrassed; doing so only fuels the
fire and makes people even more irrational.
You don’t have to dumb down your
own views or make them “safe” you just
have to be strategic in your presentation
of them.
You have to understand the person
you’re arguing with and where they’re
coming from, even if you don’t agree
with it, and you have to have a conversation, not a cat-fight.
Repressing a person is never a good
idea. All it does is allow the problem to
perpetuate.
Kaycie Brauer is a senior English
major. She can be reached
at denopinions@gmail.com

DION MCNEAL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

STAFF EDITORIAL

LASO week’s purpose should be recognized
A session on undocumented workers and social
stigmas that surrounds the image of immigrants in
the United States was introduced this Monday evening in the Phipps Lecture Hall in the Physical Science Building. Based on the discussion, it was revealed that there still exists a population of those
who continue to ostracize individuals who happen
to be different.
While there are many who fear a job depletion will occur if qualified, dignified undocumented workers are admitted the same opportunities as
American citizens, there is yet another underlying
fear that brews deeply.
The poor treatment toward these individuals is
becoming problematic within our society and this
particular period. The Daily Eastern News believes
because some fear the presence of immigrants in
this country, it allows further separation among citizens—making it nearly impossible to cohabitate.
Ideally, The News would hope rather than allowing others to reinforce stereotypes that can and do
hinder an immigrant’s ability to find work and es-

tablish a steady life here in the United States, immigrants should be encouraged to gain citizenship in
an honorable manner.
It is important for one to also research one’s own
background before labeling others as immigrants as
though the word itself is synonymous with someone
lesser or unworthy of the same human rights. Many
of our predecessors have traveled from come from
every corner of this earth, and to distance oneself
from their culture to marginalize others is a shameful act.
The News does not wish to generalize by saying
that most people do this, but we hope to remind
those who seem to have forgotten that they are not
entirely a native-born American.
It is our responsibility to remind each other that
demystifying the myths that revolve around immigrants should become to ultimate goal.
Many immigrants flee from their own countries
in hopes that “the land of the free and home of the
brave” will provide leverage for their families—safety and stability. They wish to escape poverty, fear, di-

sasters and unemployment.
They long to lead healthful, steady lives. It is an
appalling and arrogant prospect, to feel threatened
and assume that immigrants wish to take jobs from
us simply because it is an aspiration to put others
out of work.
The goals for the Latin American Student Organization’s Undocumented Americans Week are
to educate as many students as possible on the experiences and social, economical issues that undocumented people are forced to endure here in the
United States. Another goal of this week is to allow
students to better understand how and what immigrants contribute to our country.
As individuals who are dedicating time and
spending generous amounts of money to broaden our intellect, we should strive to further educate
ourselves about the contributions and struggles of
immigrants.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Journalism industry is not dying
The highlight of my spring break took place between two plane rides from Chicago to Washington
D.C. and back.
Sometime before break I was offered the opportunity to represent Illinois at the National Newspaper Association (NNA) Fellows Program in D.C. to meet with
my senators and congressmen on behalf of The Daily
Eastern News in an effort to produce a long-form story,
which will be printed in The News mid-April.
Saying the experience felt unreal hardly does it justice. I had the pleasure of meeting nine other collegiate
journalists from across the country who experience the
joys, triumphs and unbelievable stress that is a college
newspaper.
Each journalist demonstrated a unique and undeniable commitment to their publication and being able to
speak with them about their experiences was enough to
pry me out of a rut I had accidentally stumbled into.
My time there was spent with that group of young,
aspiring reporters sitting in on briefings from white
house domestic policy staffers, meeting with members
from Gallup and determining fact from spin as we covered national immigration issues.
I fear that when people think about journalism they
imagine an entity bent on breaking a story faster than
its competitors, regardless of its accuracy or newsworthiness. Despite cynical opinion, journalism in its entirety is not a commercialized machine that can be bought

Katie Smith
and bribed.
If you have a poor opinion of journalists, I encourage
you to change your mind. If this trip taught me anything, it is that there is an entire generation of young reporters, photographers and editors who are prepared
and enthusiastic to fulfill journalism’s role in a democratic society.
My experience trying to convince politicians in
Washington to set aside time to meet with me was as
could be expected. I was thrilled, however, to learn at the
last minute, that I would be able meet with staff members working for Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth, aside from my plans to speak with Rodney Davis, John Shimkus and Mark Kirk.
I regained an appreciation for my role as a reporter and understood the responsibility that comes along
with that title.

We hear so much today about how corrupt journalism has become, and the inevitable and impending
death of newspapers.
The truth is, government has manipulated and controlled the press since its first days, originally using it to
oppress its people and deny them a political voice. The
industry has come a long way in gaining freedom and
serving publics.
Our job is neither to support a political agenda, nor
exploit the people in our communities. Our job is to
fulfill a role of checks and balances, and ensure the people we have chosen to lead us, whether locally or nationally, are performing their jobs ethically and honestly.
These students have spent their time in college
studying Arabic, political science, print news, broadcast,
multimedia journalism and women’s studies. They are
entering a challenging field with high recommendations
and a genuine desire to inform their public.
I am incredibly grateful to have been asked to attend
this trip and have earned nothing but respect for the
NNA members who mentored us.
New and seasoned reporters alike are still excited
about telling your stories, sifting through the spin, and
reporting the facts. I am a better journalist for having
witnessed that enthusiasm in masses.
Katie Smith is a senior journalism major.
She can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
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Karnival Kids
Kappa Delta sorority hosts
greek-run games, activities
for community children
PHOTOS BY CHYNNA MILLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Isabel Coldin, a 10-year-old Ashmore resident, tries to toss a ball into a cup for a goldfish
Tuesday during the “Karnival for the Kids” in the University Ballroom in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.

Taha Toqeer, a 4-year-old Charleston resident, high-fives after winning an egg and spoon race
Tuesday at the “Karnival for the Kids” in the University Ballroom in the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.

Ella Garrett, an 8-year-old Charleston resident, prepares to jump rope during the “Karnival for
the Kids” event in the University Ballroom in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

Destin Mickell, a 1-year-old Charleston resident, dances to the “Cupid Shuffle” Tuesday in the
University Ballroom in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

NOW HIRING
Direct Service Personnel to assist individiuals with developmental
disabilities with daily living skills & individual training goals in group
homes & day training programs in Charleson and/or Mattoon.
FT & PT flexible shifts available during early AMs, evenings, & overnights; must be available weekends and holidays. Some positions
available M-F days, occasional weekends/holidays. FT positions eligible
for insurance benefits.
Must be 18 years old w/ HS diploma/GED. Requires successful
completion of criminal background check. Requires valid driver’s license
with satisfactory driving record.
Apply in person at CTF - 521 7th St., or 6081 Development Dr., Chas.
CTF is a not-for-profit, Illinois-based organization providing
support and services to individuals with developmental disabilities.
www.ctfillinois.org E.O.E.

Talent Show
hosted by The Agency
Thursday, April 9th 7pm
Pemberton Grand Hall
Entry fee:
$1 or a canned good
to be donated to the
Salvation Army

The Daily Eastern News
is your local source for
all things EIU!
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Preparing for battle

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

STEPHANIE WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Miguel Williams, a junior physics major, and Jarron Gaddis, a junior math major, study for an upcoming test in a
class together in Ford Hall Tuesday night.

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Bartenders needed at The Place in Ashmore, Illinois. Weekends required.
Call 349-8613.
Inquire within Monday through Friday
9-5.
___________________________4/3

Sublessors
Millennium Apartments- $325 per
month plus utilities. Available now until July.
217-519-2769
__________________________3/27

For rent
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit
left.
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
__________________________3/25
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6
BR Houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________3/25
For Rent Fall 2015. 2 - 4 BR houses. 2
blocks from campus, W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text (217) 276-7003.
__________________________3/27
CONVENIENT LOCATION! 4 BR 2 1/2
BA House near Lantz, 1528 Division.
Dishwasher, W/D, patio, covered carport.
815-514-7558
__________________________3/27
BOWERS RENTALS - Nice 1-5 BR
Homes
Great locations! Very reasonable
rates!
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
__________________________3/27
2 bedroom furnished apartments, quiet, near campus, all utilities and internet included, no pets.
549-2615
__________________________3/30
2 BR/2 BATH APARTMENT - W/D,
PARKING. 1026 EDGAR DR. $245/PERSON.
549-4074, 348-5032.
__________________________3/31

For rent
4 bedroom 2 bath apts.
Across form Lance, Cable/Internet included, Fully furnished. $395 a
month. $100 sign on bonus.
(217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath house
North of Greek court, Cable/Internet
included, Fully furnished. $365 a
month. $100 sign on bonus
(217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
South Campus Suites 2 Bedroom 1
Bath Townhouses available for Fall
2015. Fully furnished All Inclusive
Price $475! Call us today for your
apartment showing.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT(7368).
unique-properties.net
__________________________3/31
Call us to see how to save $550 off
your lease!
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
MelroseOnFourth.com
Furnished, Washer & Dryer, Balcony,
Walk-In Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr
Fitness Rooms. Roommate Matching
Available.
217-345-5515.
__________________________3/31
Very Spacious 5 Bedroom House
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for
15-16! Great Location, All-Inclusive
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-RENT (7368)
www.unique-properties.net.
__________________________3/31
2 Bedroom houses, 3 blocks from EIU,
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease.
Call 217-549-7031.
__________________________3/31
You deserve to live in a nice home
with nice landlords. Leasing for Fall
2015. 2-5 bedroom homes, includes all appliances and garbage.
Walk to campus. Pet friendly.
Call or text 217-649-6508.
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31

For rent
3 great locations & sizes/prices to fit
your needs.
217-348-1479
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~ 2 bd/1.5 ba
$595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/unit. Trash/
parking incl. 1509 2nd.
217-348-1479.
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and garbage included. $250/person.
232-4312
___________________________4/3
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM
217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812
9th St. AVAILABLE NOW - 3 BR, 1205
Grant.
sammyrentals.com
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673
call or text.
__________________________4/17
6 Bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each. Large
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275each. A/C,
W/D, off-street parking.
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559.
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block
from EIU, all kitchen appliances,
water & trash pd.
217-348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30

Get the DEN sent straight to your email!
Sign up today at DENnews.com

For rent
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
FOR SUMMER OR FALL:
1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. as low as $285/person. All appliances, some with dishwasher, W/D, or garage. Trash pd.,
some with water pd. As close as 3
blocks to EIU. Carlyle Apartments,
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW:
Deluxe 1 BR apt., 117 W. Polk.
Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015:
1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle Apartments
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments. Great locations.
PPWRentals.com
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom,
recently remodeled, free 50" LCD TV
included, one month free rent.
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4

*Quiet
locations

For Appointment
217-348-7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

www.CharlestonILApts.com
Tweet
Tweet

Tweet
Tweet

Follow
the Daily
Eastern
News
Twitter!

Follow
the Daily
Eastern
News
Sports
twitter!

den_news

DEN_Sports

Don’t just read the news!

www.dailyeasternnews.com/podcasts/
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Men’s tennis team prepares for SIU-E
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team
goes for two-straight victories
Wednesday in Edwardsville for
a matchup against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville at noon.
The Panthers come in at 3-10
on the season with their most recent match against Murray State
Sunday.
The Cougars come in at 7-7 on
the season and come off a 4-3 loss
against Austin Peay Saturday.
SIU-E comes in having lost six
of their last eight matches.
“I think we proved that this
past weekend against two quality opponents, we aren’t focused
on wins, if we come out and do
the right things, we have a chance
to be right at the top of this conference,” Eastern coach Eric Stark
said.
Both teams come in with two
conference wins against both
Murray State and Tennessee State.
“SIUE is always a tough place
to play, but we are certainly looking forward to it. They are a very
strong doubles team so I’m looking for us to come out ready to
match their energy and intensity
from the very first point,” Stark
said.
Last season, Eastern took the
loss to the Cougars, 5-2, April 10,
which gave them a 6-8 overall record at the time.
Despite the struggles the team
has suffered in doubles matches all
season, singles matches have been
the most consistent sign from the
Panthers.
Junior Robert Skolik leads the
team in singles-match wins with a
record of 7-6 and goes for his seventh-straight singles-match win
against the Cougars.
Freshman Preston Touliatos has
won five of his last seven singles
matches as well and goes for his
third-straight singles win against
SIU-E.
Eastern’s doubles record currently sits at 7-25 but the team
nabbed two victories in a row aft e r s we e p i n g Mu r r a y St a t e o n
Sunday.
The duo of Skolik and Touliatos has won four of Eastern’s seven
doubles wins.
The Panthers currently sit at
third place in OVC standings beh i n d Au s t i n Pe a y a n d E a s t e r n

FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sophomore Grant Thompson serves the ball during his match against his Tennessee Tech opponent on the tennis courts of Charleston High School on
March 22, 2014.

WEDNESDAY
NOON

SIU-E COUR TS
EDWARDSVILLE, ILL.

Kentucky, who are both undefeated in conference play and the only
teams in conference with records

above .500.
The Cougars sit right behind
the Panthers in fourth place.

“You can’t really predict the future in this conference because every match is always so close. If we
put in the work, we will be in every match,” Stark said.
Edwardsville is led by freshman
Jack Desse who is 5-4 overall this
season and is on a three-game win
streak.
Also, freshman Tristan Houle is
15-9 on the season with a 1-2 re-

cord in conference play.
C o u g a r j u n i o r Pa t r i c k G a f figan and sophomore Matthew
Hutchinson are 12-5 in doubles
matches this season and 3-0 in
conference play.
Cody Delmendo can be
reached at 581-2812
or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.

Panthers ready to continue winning streak
By Chris Picazo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s tennis team
heads into its Ohio Valley Conference match against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville on a six-game win
streak.
The Panthers are coming off a 4-3
win against Murray State Saturday at
the Darling Courts and are expecting a tight match against Edwardsville.
“We approach all the conference
matches the same,” Eastern coach
John Blackburn said. “We expect
them to be exciting and tightly contested.”
The Panthers did not get the doubles point for the first time during
their winning streak in the match
against Murray State.
Singles matches were a success as
the Panthers were able to obtain four

of the six points.
Junior Ali Foster continued her
winning ways as she defeated junior
Megan Blue in straight sets.
Blackburn said Foster has continued to be a leader for his team this
season.
“Ali (Foster) has been a great leader for us for the last couple of years,
and she has really grown into a
strong leader for us,” Blackburn said.
“She has excellent interpersonal skills
that allow her to get on a teammate’s
level and help them through things
and relate to them. She has been a
very good role model and leader for
the team this year.”
B l a c k b u r n a d d e d t h e Pa n thers have a high level of confidence right now, and the win
against Murray State will help prepare them in the match against
Edwardsville.
“We had a strong first week of
OVC play,” Blackburn said. “That

“We had a strong first
week of OVC play. We
had some great singles
performances of the
weekend that we are
going to try to build on,
but I think our doubles
can reach a higher level
that we’ll try to reach.”
- John Blackburn,
Eastern tennis coach
definitely is a positive for us going
forward. We had some great singles
performances of the weekend that
we are going to try to build on, but I

WEDNESDAY
NOON

SIU-E COUR TS
EDWARDSVILLE, ILL.

think our doubles can reach a higher
level that we’ll try to reach.”
Edwardsville is coming off a 7-0
win against Austin Peay in its last
match Saturday.
The Cougars obtained the doubles point and also swept the singles
matches.
Blackburn said the key to getting the victory is to always improve
from the previous match to reach the
highest potential the team possibly
can.
“I think trying to improve our
level of play from last weekend, and
understanding we have another level

we still can reach,” he said.
He added conference play is much
more competitive than non-conference play, and he expects a close
match.
“These are the most exciting
matches of the season,” Blackburn
said. “I think the intensity and excitement are definitely ramped up.”
The Panthers will take on the
Cougars at the SIU-E Courts
Wednesday at noon.
Chris Picazo can be
reached at 581-2812
or cepicazo@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU AD Tom Michael has announced the hiring of new volleyball coach Samantha Wolinksi.
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Panthers stay proud as season ends

S ports

By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
The Eastern men’s basketball
team finished the season with an
18-15 overall record including the
school’s first postseason win since
becoming a Division-I program.
This year’s Panthers proved to
be one of Eastern’s more successful
teams midway through the season
when they started their Ohio Valley
Conference play with six-straight
wins, which was the school’s best
conference start in more than 10
years.
The Panthers went on a ninegame winning streak that lasted from December 13 to January 17 before losing to the eventual OVC champions, Murray State
University.
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said
his players do not realize how big of
a deal and how special the winning
streak was, being one of the longest
in the nation at that point.
“It wasn’t a nine-game winning
streak with a bunch of J.V. squads.
It was real ball,” Spoonhour said.
“They’re young. They just think
they’re supposed to go do that. That
may be something they understand
better as they look back on it.”
The Panthers faced an unfortunate amount of adversity following
the impressive early start in conference play.
It was rare to see the team at full
force after the winning streak. Eastern’s depth was tested throughout
the season and even as recent as its
season-ending loss Monday night
during the 2nd round of the Collegeinsider.com tournament.
The two leading scorers in junior
forwards Trae Anderson and Chris
Olivier missed a combined nine
games because of injury and illness.
Anderson was the Panthers’ top
scorer with 13.2 points per game in
his first year after transferring from
Southwestern Illinois College.
He missed three games with a severe ankle sprain.
Olivier missed six games after being diagnosed with mononucleosis

Sports Editor
Bob Reynolds
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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just days after the winning streak.
He came back in full form to end
the season just behind Anderson
in terms of scoring, averaging 13
points per game while shooting just
under 55 percent.
Eastern brought in players this
year that contributed largely to the
success almost immediately.
Senior guard Dylan Chatman
said the newest additions to the
Panthers’ squad gave them something they may have been missing.
“When we got the new players
this year, they really brought something extra to the team,” Chatman
said. “I think they’ll go even further
next year because they’ve put in the
work.”
Freshman guard Cornell Johnston and junior guard LeTrell Viser were two of the newcomers along
with Anderson that played major
roles in the Panthers’ winning season.
Johnston earned the OVC Freshman of the Year award while starting every game for the Panthers this
season.
He averaged the 3rd most assists in the conference and led the
OVC in 3-point field goal percentage shooting nearly 52 percent from
behind the line.
Viser led one of the conference’s
best defenses while being a top-15
player in steals per game.
The Panthers allowed just under 65 points per game while forcing opponents to shoot 41 percent
on the year.
Eastern was a top-5 team in
most defensive categories including
blocked shots and 3-point field goal
percentage defense.
The Panthers finished with a 9-7
OVC record after being projected to
finish near the bottom of the conference before the season started.
“They need to really be proud of
what they’ve accomplished,” Spoonhour said. “I’m really proud of these
guys that they’ve put us in this position.”
Jehad Abbed can be
reached at 581-2812
or jaabbed@eiu.edu.

KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Dylan Chatman, a senior guard, attempts a shot in the men’s basketball game Monday in Lantz Arena against
Evansville. Chatman hit six of the 10 three-pointers he attempted.

Getzin finishes in top 10 Eastern hires new
at Butler golf invitational volleyball coach
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
Freshman Annie Getzin earned
the Eastern golf team’s first top10 finish of the spring season, after finishing eight out of 54 golfers at the Butler Invitational earlier this week.
Getzin carded a two-round total
of 158 points and tied with Indiana-Purdue University’s sophomore
Erin Ingram for eighth place.
As a team, the Panthers women’s
team finished seventh in the eightteam field, with an overall score of
660 points. Eastern finished ahead
of the University of WisconsinGreen Bay, who finished with 663
points in the two-day tournament
that began Monday.
The host, Butler, won the wome n’s t o u r n a m e n t , s c o r i n g 6 1 5
points with two players taking first
and second place. Seniors Jenna Peters and Isabella Lambert paced the
Bulldogs with 142 and 150 points,
respectively.
Cleveland State junior Ally-

s o n Ha c k m a n a n d Wi s c o n s i n Green Bay’s Sammi Grunder, also
a junior, both tied for third place
with 152 points each. Kelsey Jensen, a junior from Illinois-Chicago, rounded out the top five with
153 points.
IUPUI took second place as a
team with 636 points. It was followed by Northern Iowa and Cleveland State, who finished in third
and fourth place with 638 and 648
points, respectively. UIC rounded
out the top five, finishing fifth with
649 points.
The Eastern men’s team competed at Jacksonville State, where they
finished in eighth place in the nineteam tournament. Eastern shot a total of 933 points, with sophomore
Marcus Dahlin leading the way with
a total of 229 points. He would finish in 31st place for the Panthers.
Eastern finished ahead of Northe r n Ke n t u c k y, w h i c h h a d 9 6 0
points.
The top five golfers consisted of
senior Tomasz Anderson and sophomore Jamie Mist of Jacksonville

State, who led the Gamecocks to
a first-place finish. Anderson tied
for first place with a total of 210
points, along with Brandon Beckham, a senior from Western Kentucky.
Mist finished tied for fourth
place, totaling 215 points for the
tournament. He tied with junior
Austin Kramer of Austin Peay. Armstrong State senior Cory Griffin
took third place with 213 points.
Western Kentucky took second
place as a team with 865 points.
Armstrong State followed in third
place with 877 points, while Florida
Gulf Coast and Austin Peay rounded out the top five with 882 and
884 points, respectively.
The Eastern women’s team will
return to the links Sunday for a
two-day tournament at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. The men’s team
will be off for a week, before returning to play April 4-5.
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu.

Staff Report
Eastern athletic director Tom Michael announced Tuesday that Samantha Wolinski was hired as the
new Eastern head volleyball coach.
She is the 11th all-time coach in
program history and officially joined
the staff Monday.
Wolinski was previously an assistant coach at Mississippi State University for the last two seasons. Before that, she had a 14-year stint at
NCAA Division III Rhodes College
in Memphis, Tenn.
She earned 261 victories from
1999-2012 at Rhodes College, the
most in the school’s history. She has
seven 20-win seasons, including a
29-12 finish in 2006. In that season,
the school appeared in its first-ever
NCAA Division III National tournament.
She is a native of Lancaster, Ny.,
and was a three-sport letter winner at
Earlham College in Richmond, Ind.
She is a former Division III Women’s Representative for the American Volleyball Coaches Association

Samantha Wolinski
Board of Directors. She has been actively involved in the Memphis area
youth volleyball programs. She recently served as the director of the
Memphis Juniors Volleyball Association.
This hiring comes after former
Eastern coach Kate Price resigned.
The Panthers were 15-16 overall last
season and 8-8 in the conference.

